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As | write it is letter we are one week out from an historical
election, the exhaust of an unprecedented financial
meltdown is still in air, and (in the Gulf Coast Region) weOre
two months removed from Ike!
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Fundraising may seem a little out of place! ThatOs why this d ayS
letter is as much about thanksgiving as it is fundraising!

Who knew?!
This time last year the board and | were putting the finishing touches of a two-
year strategic plan for BetterDays. As the plan came together, the budget for
2008 became the largest budget to-date that BetterDays has ever put forward. It
was a step of faith as we felt God was leading us to take the next big steps in the
BetterDays ministry. | dare say that any of us would have stayed the course had
we seen the last twelve months what was coming.

This ministry didnOt begin because it was good economics or because | had a
crystal ball that indicated clear sailing for the next twenty years! | am doing this
work because of GodOs work in me and in the lives of thse who are supporting
the BetterDays mission. Neither the board nor | saw the present situation coming.

But God did! HeOs not caught off guard.

Give thanks!
In fact, He paved the way for an unprecedented fundraising campaign in the
middle of the summer! That effort resulted in $110,000.00 raised in three months.
That takes a lot of pressure off of our year-end needs. Many of you have faithfully
supported BetterDays with finances, referrals, and prayers.

Finances: We know that this is a very precarious time for many people. We trust
that you will give financial gifts to BetterDays as God directs. Our efforts at the
close of this year will carry over into the New Year.

WeOve decided to forgo a fundraiser banquet opting, instead, to save money by
communicating the vision and mission in smaller, more cost-efficient settings. If
you would be interested in hosting an in-house event we are prepared to offer all
the support we can to make that happen. Contact me at
chad@herecomebetterdays.org for more information.

Referrals: The leaders we serve find their way to us by word of mouth. Trusted
friends, church members, and co-leaders spread the news about BetterDays.
Whether it is our upcoming marriage retreat for leaders, our spring seminar in
partnership with Houston Baptist University, or the one-on-one spiritual care and
counsel, leaders are finding the help and support they need at BetterDays.
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Prayers: Will you commit to pray for BetterDays once a week this year? More
than just BetterDays the organization, pray for the pastors, teachers,
missionaries, student pastors, and musicians with whom we are working. Pray for
the churches and organizations that these people serveE once a week!

If nothing else, these turbulent times reinforce our need to be dependent upon
God. Prayer is the voice of that dependence: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be
Your name! Your kingdom come, Your will be done.

What can you pray for right now?

* Upcoming marriage retreat for leaders, pastors and their spouses:
January 11-13

* We are currently providing care and counseling to 40 leaders on a regular
basis

* Spring event in the works that would have us partnering with Houston
Baptist University

* Potential new board members joining the efforts

* We are putting together an advisory board made up of experts from a wide
range of fields that will lend their support and encouragement in the years
to come.

| spoke at an event for parents and teenagers this past week. In talking with the
parents about raising teenagers, | read the following passage from 1 Peter 3:14
But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what
they fear; do not be frightened." 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.

ODo not fear what they fear.O | talk a lot about the role fear plays in our lives with
the people | meet. Unchecked, it becomes the organizing principle in our lives. It
controls our thoughts, finances, feelings, and even our health. The Bible calls us
to fear God and thus to find wisdom and knowledge. The fear of anything or
anyone else is the path to chaos and anxiety. From wisdom and knowledge
comes hope even in times like these.

As members of the Body of Christ, may our lives collectively and individually
provoke questions about the hope we have during times like these.

May the peace of Christ be with you,

Chad
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